Forced Evictions Advocacy Toolkit - How Can It Help You? 
[image: image1.png]



ABOUT the Toolkit
WITNESS and Amnesty International are excited to announce the launch of the Forced Evictions Advocacy Toolkit, a multimedia resource for activists, social movements and communities fighting evictions. From outlining the obligations of governments to sharing videos that help foster debate and inspire mobilization, the Toolkit provides critical resources to support the efforts of those advocating against forced evictions locally and globally, as well as those working to raise awareness on the issue.
WHAT is in the Toolkit?
· VIDEO “Evict Them! In Five Easy Steps” This satirical animation is an effective attention grabber that shows how governments and corporations often behave when forcibly evicting a community.  It can be a great way to spark debate and introduce the issue.  Available in Ar, Pt, Ro, It, En, Km, Es, Fr, Vi, Th. (2 min) Read more.

· VIDEO “People Before Profit” By bringing together stories of forced evictions from 11 countries, this video highlights the common patterns of violations that occur before, during and after evictions, while also featuring the brave resistance of affected communities rising up to defend their rights. It can be screened in meetings and debates to help communities locate their struggles within a global context, learn from each others’ experiences and tactics, and build solidarity. Available in Ar, Ca, Zh, Ht, Fr, It, Po, Ro, Es, Sw, Tr. (11 min) Read more.

· TIP SHEET “How to Film Forced Evictions” Quick tips on safely and effectively filming a forced eviction.  A fast and effective way to prepare community leaders, legal observers and advocates that may use video to document unlawful evictions.  Available in Ar, En, Fr, It, Po, Ro, Es.

· GUIDE “How Video Can Support Your Forced Evictions Campaign” This Guide features best practices and practical examples of different ways video can help strengthen your campaign’s actions, meetings and events. Available in Ar, En, Fr, It, Po, Ro, Es.

· GUIDE “Forced Evictions: Know Your Rights” A straightforward list of the key components of the right to housing.  Useful for communities and advocates interested in using human rights principles and frameworks to protect their rights.  Available in Ar, Zh, Fr, Es.

· GUIDE “Know Your Obligations: A Guide to Preventing Forced Evictions” Aimed at public officials, this Guide outlines government's’ responsibilities to uphold international human rights standards by providing practical guidance on the main measures that must be undertaken when planning development projects that may lead to evictions. Available in Ar, Zh, Fr, Ro, Es.
WHERE is the Toolkit?
The toolkit is available for free download at: www.witness.org/campaigns/forcedevictions.  There is also a limited number of DVDs available, please email jackie@witness.org with requests.
COLLABORATING with the International Alliance of Inhabitants (IAI)
A Two Pronged Proposal
1. Sharing the Forced Evictions Advocacy Toolkit with the IAI Network 
IAI is connected to an enormous network of collectives, communities, individuals and organizations around the world advocating for housing rights who could potentially benefit from the resources in the Forced Evictions Advocacy Toolkit. We would love to work with IAI to make these materials accessible and applicable to this global network by:
· Making the Forced Evictions Advocacy materials available on the IAI website

· Posting “People Before Profit” & “Evict Them!” videos on the HousingTube YT Channel and other related IAI platforms

· Making IAI members aware of these resources by including links to the Forced Evictions Advocacy Toolkit in the different language versions of the IAI Newsletter 

· Sharing the links to the Toolkit on IAI’s social media sites (Facebook, Twitter, etc.) >> can we brainstorm together on ways of pointing people to the materials in a rapid response manner (for example, if there is a wave of FE-related posts on Twitter from a certain country/community, how would be best join forces to point these materials in their direction?)

· Contacting local/regional bloggers and IAI campaign leads that might be willing to share the Toolkit on their online platforms or incorporate different components of the Toolkit into events, trainings, meetings they might already have planned
2. Additional Opportunities for Meaningful Collaboration 
It is important that dissemination of these materials is linked to meaningful interactions with the materials and opportunities to use them effectively. Below is a short list of possible collaborations that could fit within the scope of our available resources:
· Call to Action/Competition: WITNESS and IAI could create a “Request For Proposals” for individuals or organizations to submit creative ideas on how to utilize Forced Evictions Advocacy Toolkit in their community or campaign. The proposal that most successfully fulfills the determined criteria would be awarded with a $1000 micro-grant to support their work.
· Forced Evictions Video Contest: Participating individuals, advocates and community organizations would be given the Forced Evictions Advocacy Toolkit and asked to create and submit a video based on the theme of housing/land rights and forced evictions. The winning video - based around criteria established by WITNESS and IAI - would be awarded a $1000 micro-grant to support their work and the video could possibly be screened at an upcoming event (like WUF in Medelíin or a World Zero Evictions event). This could also be set up as an online film festival where viewers are asked to vote on their favorite video.
· Direct Collaboration with IAI Member group/individual: Following IAI’s recommendation, WITNESS could collaborate with a specified IAI member group or individual, such as an organization in Angola or the workshop organizer in Medellín, to determine how the Toolkit could support their existing work. This group or individual would be granted $1000 to put towards facilitating a training, hosting a screening, organizing an action, etc.
Moving Forward
In this proposal, we have outlined a several ways in which WITNESS and IAI can work together to distribute the Forced Evictions Advocacy Toolkit. We welcome your suggestions on how best to make this a meaningful collaboration.  Here are a couple of questions that will help facilitate our next meeting:
· Is IAI willing to share the Toolkit on its website and other media outlets? 

· Can IAI suggest a contact list of advocates and organizations who could particularly benefit from the toolkit that WITNESS could reach out to? 

· We have a number of DVD versions of the Toolkit. Would you like some of these to hand out at meetings, events, actions, or would you prefer to use the online version?
We greatly appreciate your collaborative efforts on this project and look forward to our next conversation!
